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This document gives recommendations for universities of applied sciences for a thesis process
thatis ethical and in accordance with responsible conduct of research. The recommendations
are based on legislation and on international and national principles, policy lines, and recom-
mendations of research ethics.

The RDI committee of the Rectors' Conference of Finnish Universities of Applied Sciences
(Arene) published its first ethical recommendations for thesis work in May 2018. Following this,
there have been changes to both legislation on protection of personal data and the ethical rec-
ommendations for research on people produced by the Finnish Advisory Board on Research In-
tegrity (TENK). This new version of the ethical recommendations for thesis work has been up-
dated to take into account the above changes.

The universities of applied sciences are also committed to the Ethical principles of researchin
the humanities and social and behavioural sciences drafted by TENK and to arrange research
according to the recommendations of ethical advance evaluation (TENK 2009). The guidelines
have now been updated. Entitled ‘Ethical principles for research on people and preliminary ethi-
cal reviews in the human sciences in Finland’, the new TENK guidelines came into force on 10c-
tober 2019. If they so choose, the organisations belonging to the research community may com-
mit to following the guidelines.

In addition to the instructions mentioned above, the preparations have involved the utilisation
of, recommendations for "Supervision of Doctoral Dissertations and their Review Process in
Finland with a Special Emphasis on Research Integrity”(TENK 2016), drafted for universities by
Universities Finland UNIFl and TENK, as well as ethical guidelines for the different universities
of applied sciences.

The guidelines take the form of checklists for the student and the supervisor as well as explana-
tory text. In addition to the checklists, proposals have also been put to the university of applied
sciences as an institution.

The recommendations were made by a working group that included Jyrki Kettunen (Arcada,
TENK member), Anne Karki (SAMK), Susanna Nareaho (Metropolia) and Seliina Paallysaho
(SeAMK). The RDI committee of the Rectors' Conference of Finnish Universities of Applied Sci-
ences (Arene) approved the recommendations at its meeting on 20 September 2017.

The original recommendations were drafted by a working group that included Jyrki Kettunen
(Arcada, TENK member until 31 January 2019), Anne Karki (SAMK), Susanna Nareaho (Metropolia,
TENK member as of 1February 2019) and Seliina Paallysaho (SeAMK). The same group also up-
dated the recommendations.

The RDI committee of the Rectors' Conference of Finnish Universities of Applied Sciences
(ARENE) approved the recommendations at its meeting on 12 September 2019.

3 ARENE



The Finnish National Board on Research Integrity (TENK) has gained insight into the recommen-
dations and stated at its meeting held on 19 December 2019 that the ethical guidelines for re-
search included in the ethical recommendations for thesis writing at universities of applied sci-
ences arein line with the guidelines laid down by TENK.

Petri Raivo Petri Lempinen
Rector, Chair, Arene RDI Committee Executive Director, Arene

The goal of the recommendations is to consolidate the thesis process of the universities of ap-
plied sciences, to promote responsible conduct of research, to prevent deceit in research, and
forits own part, to enhance the quality of theses.

Each university of applied sciences decides on its own thesis process, but these recommenda-
tions serve as a checklist of the kinds of questions of research ethics can apply to theses. Uni-
versities of applied sciences can compare their own instructions with these recommendations
and on the other hand, to focus and elaborate on the recommendations in their own instruc-
tions.

The recommendations deal with the rights, duties, and responsibilities of the thesis process
from the point of view of research ethics.

The recommendations are intended primarily for research theses, but they can also be used, as
applicable, for thesesin the arts, and for theses using development methods, and with certain
applications, to all (written) assignments connected with studies.

Training in research ethics for students and those supervising
thesis work

According to the RCR guidelines of TENK: "Universities and universities of applied sciences
should ensure that their students are well versed in the principles of the responsible conduct of
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research and that the teaching of research integrity is integrated into their graduate and post-
graduate programmes.... In order to guarantee the practice of the responsible conduct of re-
search, universities and universities of applied sciences should offer continuing education in
research integrity to their teachers, to supervisors of theses, researchers, heads of research
programmes and to other experts."

The training should include:

9 principles of responsible conduct of research common to all branches of science

91 general ethical principles of research and also those that apply to specific fields of sci-
ence

9 applicable legislation for research, development, and innovation (RDI) activities

9 and the significance of the aforementioned principles for conducting research

The supervisor of a thesis must be familiar with:

0 Responsible conduct of research

0 Theresponsibilities of aresearcher and supervisor in research practice

0 The signs of violations of responsible conduct of research

0 RCRprocessinFinland and possible consequences at a university of applied sciences

0 Special ethical principles for research on people

0 The premises of, need for, and advance evaluation procedure of ethical advance evalua-
tion

0 Where applicable, ethical norms and practices specific to fields of science and profes-
sions

0 Applicable legislation for RDI activities

The writer of a thesis (UAS) must be familiar with:

0 Responsible conduct of research in the thesis work process

0 Responsibilities of research practice

6 General ethical principles for research on people

0 The premises of, need for, and advance evaluation procedure of ethical advance evalua-

tion

The writer of a thesis (Master's degree) must be familiar with:

O«

Responsible conduct of research
The responsibilities of a researcher and supervisor in research practice

O«
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0 Thesigns of violations of responsible conduct of research

0 RCRprocessinFinland and possible consequences at a university of applied sciences

0 Special ethical principles for research on people

0 The premises of, need for, and advance evaluation procedure of ethical advance evalua-
tion

0 Applicable legislation for RDI activities

0 Where applicable, ethical norms and practices specific to fields of science and profes-

sions

Expert assistance

The universities of applied sciences, on their own or if possible, together, offer expert assis-
tance andinstructions for the support of the supervisor of a thesis and the student, and for
identifying and resolving ethical questions. Expert help and instructions are needed especially
for thesis agreements, for handling personal information, and data protection (incl. materials,
results, and the pseudonymisation and anonymisation of results).

Universities of applied sciences also utilise their support persons in research ethics and their
data protection officers in promoting the quality of the thesis process.

Thesis agreement

To mitigate the conflict between the wishes of the commissioner and rules of research that are
binding on the student, a cooperation agreement is signed before the start of the thesis work,
involving the commissioner of the thesis, the university of applied sciences, and the student, in
which the key rules linked with the thesis are agreed on, such as:

the topic and schedule
supervision
costs and reimbursement

background material and the right to use it

=A =4 4 -4 -4

ownership and access rights for all research data and results generated through thesis
work (incl. possible compensation and innovation reward)

=

On confidential material vs. the public disclosure of a thesis

=

on responsibility and limits to responsibility

A student's right to high-quality quidance

Producing a thesis is primarily a learning experience for the student and it should promote the
student's expertise, professional development, and skills for the workplace. In accordance with
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pedagogical principles the key actor in the thesis process is the student. The teacher directing
the effort supports and encourages the learning process and serves as a guarantor of quality. In
addition, the commissioner names a mentor (workplace director) who gives the student sup-
port, as well as a workplace angle during the collaboration process.

ARENE








http://www.tenk.fi/fi/htk-ohje
http://www.tenk.fi/fi/htk-ohje



http://www.finlex.fi/fi/laki/ajantasa/1999/19990488
https://avointiede.fi/fi
https://www.vastuullinentiede.fi/



http://www.theseus.fi/
http://www.theseus.fi/
http://filosofia.fi/node/4178
http://filosofia.fi/node/4178



http://www.finlex.fi/fi/laki/ajantasa/1999/19990488















http://www.finlex.fi/fi/laki/ajantasa/2014/20140932
http://www.finlex.fi/fi/laki/ajantasa/2003/20030434
http://www.tenk.fi/fi/hyva-tieteellinen-kaytanto
http://www.tenk.fi/fi/hyva-tieteellinen-kaytanto






http://www.tenk.fi/fi/hyva-tieteellinen-kaytanto
http://www.tenk.fi/fi/hyva-tieteellinen-kaytanto
http://www.tenk.fi/fi/eettinen-ennakkoarviointi-ihmistieteissa






https://www.finlex.fi/fi/laki/alkup/2018/20181050
http://www.fsd.uta.fi/aineistonhallinta/fi/tunnisteellisuus-ja-anonymisointi.html
http://www.finlex.fi/fi/laki/ajantasa/1999/19990488?search%5btype%5d=pika&search%5bpika%5d=tutkimus



https://www.tenk.fi/sites/tenk.fi/files/Ihmistieteiden_eettisen_ennakkoarvioinnin_ohje_2019.pdf
https://www.tenk.fi/sites/tenk.fi/files/Ihmistieteiden_eettisen_ennakkoarvioinnin_ohje_2019.pdf



http://www.icmje.org/



https://www.tenk.fi/sites/tenk.fi/files/TENK_suositus_tekijyys.pdf
https://www.tenk.fi/sites/tenk.fi/files/TENK_suositus_tekijyys.pdf






http://www.finlex.fi/fi/laki/ajantasa/1999/19990621?search%5btype%5d=pika&search%5bpika%5d=viranomaisen%20toiminnan%20julkisuus




