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Why should we teach sustainability 
in every education programme?



How must we go about making 
that happen?



What teaching activities are the most 
effective for teaching sustainability?
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Anthropocene

As of 2021é

éthe Earth has lost 68% of animal life since 1970 *)

éclimate change is now unavoidable ïbut consequences can be eased

éyoung people across the world have realized this and gone on strike

The human civilization has become the dominating geophysical 

force on Earth

More and more countries and accreditation boards force schools to make 

sustainable development an integrate part of curricula

*) Globally, monitored population sizes of mammals, fish, birds, reptiles, and amphibians have declined an average of 68% between 1970 and 2016, according to 
²ƻǊƭŘ ²ƛƭŘƭƛŦŜ CǳƴŘΩǎ ό²²Cύ [ƛǾƛƴƎ tƭŀƴŜǘ wŜǇƻǊǘ нлнлΦ

άWhy should we 
teach sustainability 
in every education 
ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳƳŜΚέ



Green university

To to attract 
faculty/staff

To to attract 
students

To to attract 
funding

To to attract 
strategic partners

άWhy should we 
teach sustainability 
in every education 
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One goal of sustainability education may be to train students 
to lead change in the profession in which they are trained ς
to become change agents

To create change 

agents

άWhy should we 
teach sustainability 
in every education 
ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳƳŜΚέ



ÅThree phases of change within higher education with 
respect to the introduction of Education for Sustainable 
Development (ESD)

0: no plan for ESD 1: integrating ESD 
in courses

2: integrating ESD in 
programmes

3: sustainability 
becomes the driver 
for teaching/learning

Integrating Sustainability in
Higher Education



Timeline ςEducation for Sustainable Development

2009 20212010 2011 2016 2017



Integrating Sustainability in
Higher Education



ΧŦƻǊ ȅƻǳǊ ǳƴƛǾŜǊǎƛǘȅ ǘƻ integrate sustainabilityin all
education programmes
ÅTop-down: every programme must have X credits sustainability
ÅBottom-up: create instruments that support champions
ÅRadical: make decisive policy statements
ÅDiverse: support faculty to follow their own path
ÅA little of all: include aspects of all the above in various 
ǇƻǊǘƛƻƴǎΧ

Create

a strategyé

άHow must we go 
about making that 
ƘŀǇǇŜƴΚέ



ΧŦƻǊ Ƙƻǿ ǘƻ ǘǊŀƛƴ ȅƻǳǊ ǘŜŀŎƘƛƴƎ ǎǘŀŦŦ

ÅCreate a pedagogical course on Education for Sustainable 
Development (ESD) for faculty members

Å Integrate ESD in existing pedagogical course(s)

ÅPartner up with an organisation that provide pedagogical 
training

Create

a strategyé

άHow must we go 
about making that 
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Χǘƻ ƳŀƪŜ ǎǳǊŜ ǘƘŜǊŜ ŀǊŜ ŀǾŀƛƭŀōƭŜ ǘŜŀŎƘƛƴƎ ǘƻƻƭǎ ŀƴŘ 
resources for staff to use in courses
ÅActive learning teaching tools (eg.games and role plays)

ÅOnline resources (video lectures, student assignments etc.)

ÅVirtual course plan for sustainability: makes sure 
sustainability becomes a rigid progression track within the 
education programme

Create

a strategyé

άHow must we go 
about making that 
ƘŀǇǇŜƴΚέ



What within 
sustainability shall 

we teach?

άWhat teaching 
activities are the 
most effective for 

teaching 
ǎǳǎǘŀƛƴŀōƛƭƛǘȅΚέ
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